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boat tour during the first autumn Academy meeting in Stockholm.  
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Group photo from the Academy meeting in Umeå, February 2015. Photo: Anna Kjellström

The Young Academy of Sweden is an independent,  
interdisciplinary forum for a selection of Sweden’s best 
young researchers from all fields of study. It facilitates 
cross-disciplinary encounters that yield unexpected 
initiatives. Founded in 2011 at the initiative of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, it currently comprises 
47 members. The Young Academy of Sweden aims to 
promote Swedish research, by interacting with policy 

makers, disseminating knowledge about research findings 
in society, managing interdisciplinary projects and  
inspiring young people to embark on careers in research. 
The Young Academy of Sweden is open to researchers 
from all fields of study; the criteria for selection are 
scientific excellence and a deep commitment to scientific 
issues at large. Young academies have been and are being 
founded all over the world. 

YOUNG ACADEMY OF SWEDEN
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Why is there a Young Academy of Sweden? What is our 
contribution? The purpose of the Young Academy of 
Sweden is forward-looking; to promote the position of 
knowledge in Sweden, for instance, by creating cross- 
boundary meetings and by challenging prevailing stereo- 
types and preconceptions about what research is and  
what researchers do – particularly as regards the younger 
generations. Bringing together a selection of the country’s 
top researchers from a diversity of academic disciplines,  
the Academy brings about new kinds of meetings where  
researchers inspire each other and new scientific connections 
are made. Several members testify to having become better 
at their craft as their perspectives have been broadened.  
A philosopher can actually take something away from a 
meeting with a mathematician. The discussions taking  
place during our meetings are very inspiring and instructive.  
We organise activities and seminars, to which we invite 
everyone wishing to take part in unexpected meetings and 
thoughts. For this very reason we launched a podcast in 
2015, “Akademipodden”, which enables even more people 
to take part of cutting-edge research and listen to researchers 
from diverse fields discussing current research findings or 
events with each other. When the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences was founded in the eighteenth century, it began 
distributing an annual calendar to all households in which it 
published new scientific findings in popular scientific guise. 
In the 21st century, we hope that the Young Academy of 
Sweden will be heard in all headphones and ear buds. As 
a means of reaching out to younger generations, in 2015 
we joined a global initiative, the Global STEM Alliance, 
the aim of which is to put young people across the globe 
in contact with top researchers using a digital platform 
reached through a computer game. A student in Pakistan, 
for instance, will be able to talk to and be encouraged by 
a member of the Young Academy of Sweden. How cool is 

that! Role models are important and the Young Academy is 
full of them. This summer will also see the third iteration of 
our popular summer research school; previous evaluations 
show that we are onto something important. One student  
says that for the first time she felt it was alright to feel smart. 
Sad, but true. Another student says that he had no idea that  
a researcher could be so young, have a family and be funny 
on top of that. Therefore, it is our belief and realisation  
that we have an important task to fulfil. We want to extend 
a sincere thank you to all – not least to our members  
– who make it possible for us to create a Sweden where it  
is okay to be smart and where everyone can jump right  
into a discussion about quantum physics. Please join us on 
this journey!

Anna Sjöström Douagi, CEO
Martin Högbom, Chair

YEAR 4

Martin Högbom and Anna Sjöström Douagi.  
Photo: Anna Kjellström
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ACTIVITIES
ACADEMY MEETINGS

The Academy meetings, two-day long stay-over gatherings, 
constitute the foundation for all activities of the Young 
Academy of Sweden. Currently four Academy meetings are 
held each year and the meeting place rotates around the 
country and abroad, in order to facilitate contact with key 
figures and institutions. 

At the Academy meetings members convene in order to 
discuss and make decisions relevant to the Academy and its 
activities. It is at the very same meetings that new ideas for 
activities see the light of day and are acted upon. It is also 
where members present their research to each other and 
various interdisciplinary activities take place. At times our 
meetings take a different form, for the sake of variety. At the 
meeting in April we organised a number of practical rheto-
rical exercises, a TED-talk master class, as well as “elevator 
pitch” events where research is presented in one minute or 
less. Other main events on the programme are the informal 
discussions with attending guests. The Young Academy of 
Sweden invites a wide variety of key individuals from all 
segments of society. During the year 2014–15 we met with:

 SHIRIN AHLBÄCK ÖBERG, Assistant Professor and Senior 
Lecturer, Vice-Dean, Political Science, Uppsala University 
RUTH BENDELS, Director, Die Junge Akademie, Berlin
GERHARD ERTL, Nobel Prize laureate in Chemistry 2007, 
Professor Emeritus, Fritz-Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft, Berlin
LENA GUSTAFSSON, Dean, Umeå University; Professor,  
Microbiology, Umeå University; Vice-Dean, Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences, University of Gothenburg; Pro-Vice- 
Chancellor, Chalmers Institute of Technology; and Deputy 
Director General, Vinnova
BILL HANSSON, Vice-President, Die Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft, Berlin; Professor, Chemical Ecology, 
Max-Planck-Institut für chemische Ökologie, Jena
LARS HEIKENSTEN, Managing Director, Nobel Foundation; 
Doctor of Economics, Stockholm Business School; former 
Director General at the Swedish Ministry of Finance; former 
Governor of the Swedish National Bank.
SVEN STAFSTRÖM, Director General, Swedish Research 
Council; Professor, Computational Physics, Linköping  
University
 >

Annika Pohl, Helene Anderson Svahn, Danica Kragic Jensen and Helena Sandberg at 
the Academy meeting in Umeå, February 2015. Photo: Anna Kjellström

Emma Sparr and Klas Markström in front of the new  
popular “Living Room” at Umeå University during the 

Academy meeting in Umeå 2015. 
Photo: Anna Kjellström
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ACTIVITIES
ACADEMY MEETINGS

JAN-ERIC SUNDGREN, Chairman, Foundation for the Young 
Academy of Sweden, Professor of Physics, Senior expert 
adviser to Volvo CEO and top management as well as former 
Dean, Chalmers Institute of Technology
HEIDI WEDEL, Director, the Global Young Academy
THORSTEN WILHELMY, Secretary General, Wissenschafts-
kolleg, Berlin
ERNST-LUDWIG WINNACKER, Secretary General, Human 
Frontier Science Program; former Secretary General,  
European Research Council; and Director General of the  
German Research Council, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
MARTIN WOLF, Managing Director, Fritz-Haber-Institut der 
Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, Berlin
GUNNAR ÖQUIST, Honorary member, Young Academy of 
Sweden; Professor Emeritus, Physiological Botany, Umeå 
University; former Permanent Secretary, Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences

Academy meetings during the fourth year were held in 
Stockholm, Berlin and Umeå. In Berlin we visited, among 
other things, the Fritz-Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-

Gesellschaft where we met with Martin Wolf, Managing 
Director, Bill Hansson, Professor and Vice-President of 
the Max Planck Institute for Chemical Ecology, as well as 
Gunnar Ertl, Nobel Prize laureate in Chemistry 2007. We 
also visited the prominent Wissenschaftskolleg. The former 
Secretary General of the European Research Council (ERC) 
and current Secretary General of the Human Frontier  
Science Program (HFSP), Professor Ernst-Ludwig Winnacker, 
also visited the Young Academy of Sweden during the Berlin 
meeting. In Umeå we visited, among other things, Umeå 
University and the Humanist House, and we were given an 
eloquent in situ presentation of the exiting HumLab. Dean 
Lena Gustafsson visited us, as well as the man behind the 
initiative to found the Young Academy of Sweden, Gunnar 
Öquist. The Academy also appreciated the guided tour of the 
new museum, Bildmuseet. Our aim is to continue developing 
the format of the Academy meetings at various locations 
in Sweden and abroad. Invited guests and visitors provide 
Academy members with unique possibilities to influence and 
gain insight into key institutions that do research, disseminate 
findings, or make decisions about research.

The Young Academy together with Martin Wolf, Managing Director of Fritz-Haber-Institut  
der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft and Gerhard Ertl, Nobel Prize laureate in Chemistry 2007,  

at the Fritz-Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, Berlin, November 2014.  
Photo: Anna Kjellström

Visiting the Academy meeting in Berlin in November, 
Ernst-Ludwig Winnacker, Secretary General of the 
HFSP, and former Secretary General of the ERC as 
well as Director General of the German research 

council, DFG. Photo: Anna Kjellström
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Shirin Ahlbäck Öberg, at the Academy meeting in Stockholm 
in April 2015, giving a presentation on the topic of collegiality 

and vertical governance. Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi

Sven Stafström, invited guest and Director General of the 
Swedish Research Council, giving a talk at the Academy  

meeting in September 2014. Photo: Anna Kjellström

Academy member, Christer Nordlund, telling the Academy about Max-Planck  
and his experiences of doing research in Berlin. Photo: Anna Kjellström

Christer Nordlund, Helena Sandberg, Andreas Ryve, Klas Markström and  
Christian Broberger together with Lena Gustafsson, Dean, Umeå University.  

Photo: Annika Moberg

ACTIVITIES
ACADEMY MEETINGS
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ACTIVITIES
INTERDISCIPLINARY EVENTS

An interdisciplinary approach is central to all of the Young 
Academy of Sweden’s activities; indeed, a key purpose 
when the Academy was founded was to bring together 
young researchers from a variety of academic disciplines 
to make new things happen. Many of the greatest scientific 
breakthroughs have been the result of interdisciplinary  
exchange; in today’s ever more specialised science, 
however, it is increasingly difficult for experts from different 
subjects to get in contact with each other. 

In the Young Academy of Sweden, prominent young  
researchers from a wide array of research areas get together 
under stimulating conditions, and exchanges that would 
otherwise not have seen the light of day occur continuously.  
In various ways we try to create interfaces and identify 
opportunities for collaboration and the prerequisites most 
conducive to interdisciplinary science. Such collaboration 
may take the form of traditional scientific projects, yet 
seminars and visits to members’ workplaces have also proved 
successful. Members from different academic disciplines 
have already written applications for collaborative projects 
and often contact each other with questions outside their own 
areas of expertise. Here are a few examples of this past year’s 
interdisciplinary activities.

Kirsten Kraiberg Knudsen giving a scientific presentation of her Astronomy research at the Academy meeting in February 2015.  
Photo: Anna Kjellström
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ACTIVITIES
INTERDISCIPLINARY EVENTS

Kirsten Kraiberg Knudsen, Sara Strandberg and Henrik Zetterberg participated in the Astronomy 
Day and Night at Universeum in Gothenburg, organising “Big Bang Day” on October 18th 2014. 

Photo: Kirsten Kraiberg Knudsen

THE DYNAMICS OF RESEARCH
The purpose of the seminar “The Dynamics of Research  
– How Do Scientific Disciplines and Fields Emerge and  
Establish Themselves?” was to investigate, in various ways, 
how research areas and disciplines develop over time. Old 
subjects give rise to new ones; through specialisation, at the 
intersection of different subjects, or as a function of new 
societal phenomena, technological possibilities, discoveries  
and needs. A host of exciting participants provided  
backgrounds and concrete examples of the emergence of 
new disciplines, for instance, the development of robotics 
and how technological change have revolutionised biology. 
The seminar was concluded the next day by a summing-up 
podcast session. The seminar was taped by UR (the Swedish 
Educational Broadcasting Company) and can be viewed 
online at UR Play.

BIG BANG DAY AT UNIVERSEUM
The Academy participated in “Astronomins dag och natt” 
(Astronomy Day and Night) at Universeum in Gothenburg, 
by co-hosting the event “Big Bang Day.” An audience of  
old and young people alike attended presentations and got 
busy at the “workshop table” constructing rockets among 
other things. A competition was held and the winner was 
awarded a book. The day was much appreciated, not least 
among Academy members who learnt new things about  
their colleagues’ fields of expertise, from astronomy and 
elementary particle physics to neurochemistry. Big Bang Day 
is organised in collaboration with Onsala Space Observatory, 
Chalmers Institute of Technology and Universeum.

Sverker Sörlin at the Academy seminar “The 
Dynamics of Research – How Do Scientific 
Disciplines and Fields Emerge and Establish 

Themselves?” at the Royal Swedish Academy  
of Sciences in October 2014.  

Photo: Anna Kjellström
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ACTIVITIES
INTERDISCIPLINARY EVENTS

TORSTEN WIESEL, 90 YEARS; SEMINAR AND 
PARTY
To celebrate our mentor and honorary member, Nobel Prize  
laureate Torsten Wiesel, we threw a seminar party about 
art, music and science. Torsten moderated a roundtable 
discussion on the topic of the importance of scientific 
breakthroughs. Mususa Wiesel’s movies about Torsten’s life 
were shown and a live concert was held. In connection to 
Torsten’s birthday celebrations in New York, the Nobel Prize  
laureate was congratulated on the NASDAQ big screen in  
Times Square. In mysterious ways, NASDAQ had been 
informed about Torsten’s birthday. As by pure coincidence,  
it appears that the Academy CEO was in New York at the 
time, to offer congratulations on the part of the members of 
the Young Academy. Long live Torsten!

THE TORSTEN WIESEL MIDNIGHT SUN AWARD
In relation to Torsten Wiesel’s 90th birthday we instituted a 
new prize together with him: “The Torsten Wiesel Midnight 
Sun Award – For Distinguished Achievement in Promoting 
Science”. The Torsten Wiesel Prize will be awarded to one  
or several individuals or organizations having performed 
extraordinary work explaining or highlighting science, to the  
benefit of the public and/or policy makers. The prize is open to 
all nationalities and is awarded, subsequent to a nomination 
procedure, by a prize committee consisting of members of 
the Academy. Young academies worldwide have been invited 
to nominate candidates. The prize is awarded at a ceremony 
in Stockholm, in connection to which the prize winner and 
the Young Academy of Sweden hold an open lecture.

Christer Nordlund, Helene Andersson Svahn and Christian Broberger discussing breakthroughs together with Torsten Wiesel  
during the Academy’s celebration of Torsten’s 90th birthday. Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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ACTIVITIES
INTERDISCIPLINARY EVENTS

SCIENTIFIC SALON WITH THE YOUNG ACADEMY 
OF SWEDEN
In April we organised an evening salon entitled “Harmony  
and Dissonance in Music and Humans”, on the topic of music 
and science. The event opened with short presentations of  
research and music composition about creativity, programming, 
neuroscience, and gender research. Discussions followed 
among an excited audience and academy members, first all 
together, then in small groups.

COLLABORATION – EFFECTS ON RESEARCH AND 
RESEARCHERS
Collaboration is increasingly important for university  
researchers, and the government has given research councils 
the task to propose models where collaboration with the  
private and public sectors is a criterion of assessment. 
However, how individual researchers are affected by the rising 
demand for collaboration has been subject to less discussion. 
In May, we organised a seminar together with the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA) in order 

to investigate this. Participants from the different sectors got 
together for an active seminar led by representatives from the 
IVA and the Young Academy of Sweden.

SCIENTIFIC PRESENTATIONS
When asked to state the best thing about the Young Academy 
of Sweden, Academy members often mention the opportunity  
to meet other members and gain insight and knowledge of 
each others’ areas of study. Many testify that such meetings 
are beneficial to their own research. It follows that an important  
activity during Academy meetings, are the member presen-
tations and the collective discussions of their respective fields 
of research. At virtually every Academy meeting, new ideas 
for projects and activities are born as a result of, for instance, 
the very successful interdisciplinary “speed dating” event, 
bringing Academy members face to face for a few minutes of 
intense brainstorming. We believe this creates a wonderful 
forum for new ways of thinking and generating ideas that will 
remain relevant in the future.

The roundtable during the collaboration seminar offered many perspectives. 
Photo: Annika Moberg

Staffan I. Lindberg giving a scientific  
presentation of his Political Science research 
at the Academy meeting in September 2014. 

Photo: Anna Kjellström

Sanja Bogojevic during a scientific  
presentation of her research in Environmental 
Law at the Academy meeting in February 2015. 

Photo: Anna Kjellström

´
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“Research Encounters”: participants on a 
guided tour by boat. During the researcher 
summer school, discussions and lectures 
alternate with study visits and excursions. 

Photo: Palle Dahlstedt
Everyone in the great gang who participated in “Research Encounters” 2014.  

Photo: Anna Kjellström

Group discussion during “Research  
Encounters” 2014. Photo: Anna Kjellström

ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

It is important to the Academy to increase the interest in 
science and research among young people and society at 
large. We want to show how fun a career in research can 
be and what opportunities it offers. We also aim to inform 
the public about the latest scientific discoveries and their 
impact on society and people. Finally, we want to promote 
an understanding of the importance of the scientific  
approach. There is vast competence in the Academy for 
these kinds of activities, and many members who can  
inspire others. A selection of the events organised during 
the fourth year is presented below. 

 

RESEARCH ENCOUNTERS
In the summer of 2014 we organised the second summer 
researcher school entitled “Research Encounters” at the 
beautifully located Sven Lovén Centre for Marine Sciences 
outside Fiskebäckskil. 22 high school students were selected 
subsequent to an open call issued to all high schools in 
Sweden, and were given the opportunity to spend three days 
together with some of the Academy’s members. Besides  
scientific presentations customised for the audience, discussions 
 were held about the conditions of doing research, what a day 
in a researcher’s life looks like, how to become a researcher, 
as well as other science-related topics that popped up. The 
event was highly appreciated among students as well as  
Academy members, and the Academy has thus decided to 
organise “Research Encounters” also in the summer of 2015. 
In the evaluation one participant stated that “Research  
Encounters” may be the best thing I have ever done”, and 
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this reinforced our decision to continue organising the event. 
Members of the Academy also highly appreciated interacting 
with the participants, and many have stated their interest  
in participating as leaders in 2015. Financial support for  
“Research Encounters” was provided by Riksbankens  
Jubileumsfond (Swedish Foundation for Humanities and 
Social Sciences). 

FORSKARTORGET, GOTHENBURG BOOK FAIR
Our session at Forskartorget focused on what it is like to be  
a researcher. Three members from different fields talked 
about their everyday research life. Much to our pleasure, they 
were joined by two participants from “Research Encounters” 
who moderated the event and talked about their experiences 
from the summer school. Several Academy members also 
popped in and after the session we talked to visitors in  
Forskartorget’s stand. The event can be viewed on YouTube.

VISITING SCHOOLS WITH NOBEL PRIZE  
LAUREATES
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences organises an 
annual event called the “Nobel Week”, during which it visits 
high schools in the Stockholm area together with Nobel Prize 
laureates. Since its founding the Young Academy of Sweden 
has participated in this event. This year we were there when 
the Nobel Prize laureates in Chemistry and Physics visited 
Kungsholmens Gymnasium and Norra Real, respectively. 
The laureates met with students in a very relaxed way and 
talked about their journey towards the Nobel Prize.  
Academy members gave a presentation, “Why Did I Become 
a Scientist, and Why Should You?”, and answered questions 
from curious students. UR recorded the events, and they can 
be viewed online on UR Play.

Tünde Fülöp, Annika Pohl and Camilla Svensson talking about what it is like to be 
a researcher, in a session moderated by high school students Aletta Csapo and 
Boel Nilsson from the summer research school. Image from Forskartorget at the 

Gothenburg Book Fair in September 2014. Photo: Anna Kjellström

The Nobel Prize laureate in Physics, Hiroshi Amano,  
surrounded by admiring teens at Norra Real.  

Photo: Annika Moberg

ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
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RESEARCHER TREND SPOTTING AT THE  
SCIENCE FESTIVAL
At the Gothenburg Science Festival we participated with the 
event “Researcher Trend Spotting” (“Forskarspaningar”),  
an entertaining, yet qualified, perspective on current trends.  
Six researchers from different fields were tasked to rapidly 
come up with an argument based on three scientific findings. 
The topics ranged from pop culture and sports to various 
societal phenomena – however, the scientific grounding was 
in the researcher’s own field of competence. Afterwards, the  
audience was invited to one-on-one discussions with the  
researchers. The researcher trend spotting event was taped 
and can be found on YouTube and at the Academy website. 

THE “YOUNG RESEARCHERS EXHIBITION”
The “Young Researchers Exhibition” gives students an  
opportunity to showcase their high school diploma projects 
and compete for prizes and scholarships to travel abroad, 
worth a total of SEK 500,000. The Young Academy of 
Sweden participated with four members in the jury and 

took great pleasure in meeting students and seeing fantastic 
projects on the topic of, among other things, the planting 
of eelgrass, measuring silicon in cooling water, brain cell 
communication, evaluating diabetics dietary advice, particle 
formation in materials, and antibacterial processes in honey. 
Students appreciated the advice and encouragement from the 
jury members and gave them good feedback, which further 
inspired the Academy members.

THE ACADEMY PODCAST
The Young Academy of Sweden leverages multiple channels 
for its outreach activities, for instance, Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and YouTube. We also produce an Academy podcast 
(“Akademipodden”) featuring Academy members discussing 
research-related topics, often in an interdisciplinary perspective.  
The Academy podcast is a great way to disseminate recent  
research findings from various fields, in a simple and 
entertaining way to an audience made up of students, policy 
makers, and the public at large. In one session, the movie  
“Interstellar” was the backdrop to a discussion of scientific  

Tünde Fülöp, trend spotting at the Gothenburg Science Festival  
in April 2015. Photo: Annika Moberg

Mia Lindskog discusses exhibition contributions with another member of 
the jury at the “Young Researchers Exhibition”. Photo: Anna Kjellström

ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
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phenomena such as wormholes, robots, environmental 
problems and distant planets. During the Academy Meeting 
in Umeå, we recorded a cross-over podcast together with 
local podcasters Mediaspanarna. In March, the Academy 
podcast discussed ways in which sports can be good and bad 
for the brain. A professor of neurochemistry talked about his 
research featuring ice-hockey players participating in studies 
of concussion, a researcher in neuroscience presented an  
exciting study showing that sports can counter depression, 
and a professor of subatomic physics, and marathon runner 
alike, talked about running as well as his field of research. 

THE ACADEMY IN THE MEDIA
The members of the Academy write op-eds and participate 
in various ways in public debates. For instance, in the autumn 
we published two op-eds on national research policy, in  
Upsala Nya Tidning (UNT) and the Swedish Research 
Council’s online newspaper Curie. We also discussed the 
Nobel Prizes 2014 on national public service television. In 
two open letters, the Academy has warned against threats to 

science in the EU; several young academies in Europe  
supported our initiative and signed the letters to the President  
of the European Commission. Together with the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences (KVA) we published another 
op-ed on the topic of cuts in the European research budget 
“Horizon 2020”. Furthermore, some members of the Academy  
regularly write about research in Curie. Before the national 
parliamentary elections we participated in Vetenskapsradion’s  
roundtable debate on research policy in Almedalen, and 
during the Science Festival we organised a miniature 
researcher trend spotting event for Vetenskapsradion. We 
regularly collaborate with UR and SVT Forum; they filmed 
our seminar “The Dynamics of Research”, which together 
with our other seminars can be viewed online on UR Play. 
As regards digital media, members take turns tweeting from 
the Academy’s Twitter account, and we record easy-to-share 
video clips about our activities.

Helene Andersson Svahn in a debate in Almedalen in July 2014,  
broadcasted live in Vetandets Värld on Swedish public service radio (SR). 

Photo: Peter Svahn

ACTIVITIES
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Danica Kragic Jensfelt, Sara Strandberg, Kirsten Kraiberg Knudsen and 
Helena Filipsson. Photo: Annika Moberg
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Marie Wiberg, Christian Broberger and Gustaf Arrhenius interviewing politicians about 
their visions of research and science, prior to the national parliamentary elections 2014. 

Photo: Anna Kjellström
The Academy op-ed on research policy in UNT: 

“Attracting Top Researchers”

ACTIVITIES
RESEARCH POLICY

Since the Young Academy of Sweden was founded we have 
participated in research policy debates with contributions, 
op-eds and seminars. We aim to be a voice for researchers  
in the beginning and midst of their careers, and offer a  
perspective unique to this group. Young researchers face 
particular opportunities and challenges in a research climate  
undergoing change. In the spring of 2013, we authored a 
proposal for a career system that we sent to all institutions 
of higher education in the country in order to stimulate 
discussion on the topic, which is very important to us. 
Our aim is to contribute to optimising research conditions 
in Sweden and the possibility to carry out high quality  
research with great breakthrough-potential, as well as 
being a constructive player. Below, we present a few  
examples of research political activities undertaken during 
the fourth year. 

PRE-ELECTION INTERVIEWS
Prior to the 2014 national parliamentary elections we organised  
interview sessions in Stockholm University’s Aula Magna, in 
order to find out what the contesting political blocks had in 
mind as regards research and science. Politicians from the two 
main political blocks were invited and questioned separately 
by researchers in two consecutive sessions. The politicians  
also presented their visions as regards research policy.  
Everything from career paths and equality to student housing 
and mobility was discussed in a manner that broadened as well 
as deepened the research policy debate. The interview sessions 
were broadcast live and can also be viewed on YouTube.

OP-ED 
On November 10, as Helene Hellmark Knutsson took office 
as Minister for Higher Education and Research, we published  
an op-ed piece in Upsala Nya Tidning: “En politik för fri  
forskning som lockar talangarna” (“A Policy For Free  
Research That Will Attract Talent”). We outlined five points 
emphasising the importance of project funding, mobility 
and clear career paths. 
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RESEARCH FOR THE FUTURE
On 12 November we organised an agenda setting seminar  
on research policy together with Naturvetarna and Vetenskap  
& Allmänhet. Among the participants were the newly  
appointed Minister for Higher Education and Research,  
Helene Hellmark Knutsson, and key representatives from 
different parts of the research community, such as universities,  
university colleges, private sector and providers of funding. 
Two former ministers also participated, as did four members of 
the Young Academy of Sweden who in videotaped interviews  
talked about the challenges they had faced as researchers  
and how research policy could be developed in order to 
promote their work; there was also a round of questions for 
the incumbent minister. Concurrently with the seminar we 
published, together with our co-organisers, the op-ed “Sätt 
forskning på agendan” (“Put Research on the Agenda”) in 
the online newspaper Curie. 

NETWORKING WITH PARLIAMENT
In 2015 the third round of the networking programme  
organised together with the Swedish Society of  

Parliamentarians & Scientists (RIFO) was launched.  
Ten Academy members paired up with ten members of 
parliament, with a view to gain mutual insight in the  
everyday life of researchers and members of parliament, 
and create better understanding between policy makers  
and the research community. Within the programme, visits 
to the respective work places are organised and researchers  
learn about political drafting- and decision making processes.  
In March we spent two full days in Parliament; we visited a 
political party secretariat, the Committee for Education and 
the Ministry for Education, among others. The programme 
runs for six months, ending in Parliament in the autumn.

OP-ED: “EU COMMISSION CUTS AFFECT ITS 
MOST IMPORTANT INVESTMENTS IN RESEARCH”
We authored another article, collaboratively with the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences, which was published in the 
op-ed section of Curie, criticising the initiative to downsize 
the EU research budget Horizon 2020.

ACTIVITIES
RESEARCH POLICY

The Minister for Higher Education and Research, Helene Hellmark 
Knutsson, talking about future research policy at the agenda conference 
“Research for the Future” organised at Rival in Stockholm in November. 

Photo: Mika Nitz Pettersson

Members of the Young Academy of Sweden with members of  
parliament and the coordinators of the programme the 4–5 March.  

Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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A meeting of all the European young academies in Berlin, 
November 2014. Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi

Martin Högbom and Anna Sjöström Douagi at the launch of the Global STEM 
Alliance during the UN General Assembly in New York.

ACTIVITIES
INTERNATIONAL

Young academies are being founded all over the world 
and there is talk of a “Young Academy movement”. The 
first young academy, Die Junge Akademie, was founded 
in Germany in 2000 and today there are over 30 young 
academies worldwide, including the international Global 
Young Academy. Within short, a further addition to our  
family will come from Norway where a young academy 
is in the process of being founded. Since its inception the 
Young Academy of Sweden has been a strong force for 
international collaboration and continues to develop  
international cooperation.

THE YOUNG ACADEMY OF SWEDEN JOINS  
THE GLOBAL STEM ALLIANCE
The Global STEM Alliance is an initiative aiming to  
promote the interest in key areas (Science, Technology,  
Engineering, Maths) that are related to several of the big 
challenges of our time, areas that currently experience  
diminished interest from students worldwide. The STEM  
Alliance was launched by the New York Academy of Sciences  
(NYAS). The Young Academy of Sweden has joined as 
Founding Mentoring Partner, with the purpose to provide 
mentorship to students via an online platform that is being 
developed by NYAS and the IT-company CISCO Systems. 
The Academy Chair and CEO were present when the  
initiative was launched at the UN General Assembly in  
New York in 2014.
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ACTIVITIES
INTERNATIONAL

The Academy seized the initiative and authored open letters to 
the European Commission regarding the position of Scientifi c Adviser 
and cuts in Horizon 2020. Several young academies supported the 

initiative and co-signed the letters. 

A Question for Europe: the international competition rewarding the 
best answer to the question “Who Gets Carried Away by Europe?” 

The prize was EUR 5,000 and a trip to the prize ceremony in Berlin.

OPEN LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND CONTRIBUTION 
TO EU CONSULTATION
The Academy has addressed two open letters to the President 
of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker. The 
aim of the fi rst letter was to protest against the decision to 
abolish the position of Scientifi c Adviser to the President of 
the European Commission. In a reply, the President stated 
that a proposal defi ning a similar function would be put 
forward before the summer. In the second letter we criticised 
the decision to transfer funds from the approved EU research 
budget Horizon 2020 to the new investment fund EFSI. 
The transfer from Horizon 2020 will hit young researchers 
particularly hard, as both the ERC and the Marie-Sklodowska-
Curie projects will be negatively affected. Several other 
young academies supported the initiatives and co-signed 
the letters; the fi rst was co-signed by the young academies 
of Europe, Poland and Scotland, the second by those of 
Belgium, Denmark, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Poland 
and Scotland. The Academy also made a contribution to 
the open European Union consultation round “Science 2.0”.

COMPETITION: A QUESTION FOR EUROPE
“Who Gets Carried Away by Europe? Europe attracts and 
divides. It makes us dream, but it also has a reality with 
boundaries that shape our lives. What are the dynamics of 
integration? Whom does Europe sweep off their feet? Does 
European integration create community or does it lead to 
exclusion?” Posing the prize question, by intent open to 
interpretation, the European young academies sought to gain 
insight into current European trends. The competition was 
open to everyone and contributions could be submitted in 
several languages. The prize amount was EUR 5,000 and a 
trip to the prize ceremony in Berlin in June 2015. The Young 
Academy of Sweden was represented in the jury. 

MEETING OF EUROPEAN YOUNG ACADEMIES IN 
BERLIN AND STOCKHOLM
On 30–31 October 2014, Die Junge Akademie organised the 
fi rst meeting of all the European young academies in Berlin. 
The Chair, Vice-Chair and CEO participated in the meeting 
together with representatives from all over Europe and 
opportunities for collaboration between the academies were 
discussed. In May 2015 we organised a follow-up meeting in 
Stockholm for all Academy directors. 
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ACTIVITIES
INTERACTIONS AND  
COLLABORATIONS
In addition to the activities outlined above, the Young  
Academy of Sweden has also been invited to and  
participated in several meetings and seminars.  
A selection thereof is presented below. 

RESEARCHER PICNIC, organised by Vetenskap & Allmänhet, 
Almedalen, July 2014

SWEDISH RESEARCH: HOW TO CATCH UP AND LEAD?, radio 
debate broadcast live in Vetandets Värld, Sveriges Radio, 
Almedalen, July 2014

THE EFFECTS OF EXCERCISE, seminar organised by KI/SSF, 
Almedalen July 2014

BRAINSTORMING WORKSHOP ON GLOBAL CHALLENGES,  
organised by the Global Young Academy and the Joint  
Research Centre, Brussels, July 2014

THE ROLE OF YOUNG ACADEMIES IN EUROPE, roundtable 
discussion during the Young Academy of Europe’s annual 
meeting, Barcelona, July 2015

WHAT’S THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SCIENCE JOURNALISM TODAY 

AND WHAT ARE ITS CHALLENGES?, seminar and live broadcast 
during the 40th anniversary of Vetandets Värld, Sveriges 
Radio, Stockholm, September 2014

RESEARCH AND THE ELECTIONS, debate prior to the national 
parliamentary elections, broadcast live in Vetandets Värld, 
Sveriges Radio, Stockholm, September 2014.

TEACHER COMPETENCE AND THE TEACHING SYSTEM,  
symposium organised by the Wenner-Gren Foundations  
and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences working group 
“The School of Tomorrow”, Stockholm, September 2014

JUNIOR FACULTY MEETING, Uppsala University, Uppsala, 
September 2014
 

CUTTING EDGE BIOMOLECULAR SCIENCE, symposium  
organised by the Swedish Association for Biochemistry, 
Biophysics and Molecular Biology, Marstrand, September 2014

SWEDISH RESEARCH COUNCIL ON THE TOPIC OF SUBJECT  

SURVEYS IN HEALTH AND MEDICINE, Stockholm, October 2014

WORLD SCIENCE DAY 2014, presentation by the Swedish  
Research Council and the Swedish UNESCO Council of  
the anthology “Hela vetenskapen! Nya forskargemenskaper  
i globaliseringens tid”, Stockholm, November 2014

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE YOUNG SCIENTISTS ASSOCIATION, 
inspirational lecture, Linköping, November 2014

“REINFORCE COOPERATION BETWEEN SCIENCE AND SOCIETY!”,  
seminar on collaboration organised by RIFO and  
Vetenskap & Allmänhet, Swedish Parliament, Stockholm, 
November 2014

SEMINAR ON PEER REVIEW, organised by the EQ Network, 
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, November 2014

RECEPTION FOR THE FRENCH NOBEL PRIZE LAUREATES 2014, 

PATRICK MODIANO AND JEAN TIROLE, Embassy of France, 
Stockholm, December 2014

SEMINAR AND RECEPTION FOR THE NORWEGIAN NOBEL PRIZE 

LAUREATES 2014, MAY-BRITT AND EDVARD MOSER, Embassy  
of Norway, Stockholm, December 2014

SCIENCE 2.0 – NEW BOUNDARY CONDITIONS FOR SCIENCE, 
organised by the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering 
Sciences, Stockholm, December 2014

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDIUM OF SUHF, Stockholm,  
December 2014

SKYPE MEETINGS WITH INTERMEDIATE STAGE SCHOOL CLASSES, 
in collaboration with the Nobel Museum, ongoing
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ACTIVITIES
INTERACTIONS AND  

COLLABORATIONS
WORKING GROUP MEETING FOR A YOUNG ACADEMY IN  

NORWAY, Oslo, January 2015

BERZELIUS DAYS, organised by the Swedish Chemical Society, 
Stockholm, January 2015

EMBASSY OF FRANCE IN RELATION WITH A VISIT FROM 

COLLÈGE DE FRANCE, Stockholm, Mars 2015

DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THE GOVERNMENT BILL “RESEARCH 

AND INNOVATION 2012”, organised by Forum for Innovation 
Management (FIM), Stockholm, March 2015

MEETING WITH THE MINISTER FOR HIGHER EDUCATION  

AND RESEARCH, HELENE HELLMARK KNUTSSON, Stockholm, 
March 2015

STRATEGIES OF INCREASING PARTICIPATION AND SUCCESS 

RATE OF SWEDISH SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES IN THE 

GRANTS OF THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL, workshop 
organised by the Swedish Research Council, March 2015

THE COUNCIL FOR INNOVATION – HOW WILL IT CONTRIBUTE 

TO INNOVATION IN SWEDEN?, organised by FIM, Stockholm, 
April 2015

SCIENCE CAFÉ, Tom Tits Experiment, Södertälje, April 2015

VISITS TO THE ACADEMIES OF MONTENEGRO AND MACEDONIA,  
May 2015

PATHWAYS TO EXCELLENCE: EXPERIENCES OF ILLUMINATING 

WOMEN IN SCIENCE, conference organised by Uppsala  
University, Uppsala SciLifeLab, Young Academy of Europe, 
and Academia Europaea, Uppsala University, May 2015

Mia Lindskog talked about her research in the Science 
Café at Tom Tits Experiment in Södertälje in April: 
“Why Do We Become Happy When We Exercise? 

How to Affect Our Own Well-Being”.
Martin Högbom during a researcher picnic in Almedalen, July 2014.  

Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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ACTIVITIES
THE YEAR IN IMAGES

Members at the Academy meeting in Berlin in November 2014. 
Photo: Anna Kjellström 

Torsten Wiesel and Anna Sjöström Douagi during a coffee 
break in the pre-election interviews in September 2014. 

Photo: Anna Kjellström

Palle Dahlstedt and Christer Nordlund hosted the 
seminar “The Dynamics of Science”. 

Photo: Anna Kjellström

The proceedings of the seminar “
The Dynamics of Science” were 

published in the brochure 
“Forskningens dynamik”.

David Håkansson together with “his” member of 
Parliament, Emma Hult, during the networking 
event in the Swedish Parliament, March 2015. 

Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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Tünde Fülöp giving a scientifi c presenta-
tion of her research in Plasma Physics at 

the Academy meeting in September 2014. 
Photo: Anna Kjellström

ACTIVITIES
THE YEAR IN IMAGES

Erik Lindahl commenting on the Nobel Prize in Physics after the announcement in October 2014. 
Television studio image with Victoria Dyring (left) and Christina Moberg. Photo: SVT

A busy meeting of the standing committee on research policy, during the Academy meeting 
in September 2014. Photo: Anna Kjellström

Camilla Svensson in Visby during 
Almedalen Week 2014. 

Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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ACTIVITIES
THE YEAR IN IMAGES

Torsten Wiesel pictured on the NASDAQ screen in Times 
Square, New York, in relation with his 90th birthday.  

Photo: NASDAQ. Portrait: Markus Marcetic

The Academy Chair, Martin Högbom, talked about perspectives 
on the needs of the research community during the seminar 

“Research for the Future” in November 2014.  
Photo: Mika Nitz Pettersson

Academy members at Bildmuseet in Umeå during the Academy meeting  
in February 2015. Photo: Anna Kjellström

Mia Lindskog (left) moderating a discussion including Kerstin Eliasson and  
Danica Kragic Jensfelt, among others. Photo: Anna Kjellström
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Jenny Larsson participated at a researcher picnic during Almedalen 
Week in Visby 2014. Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi

ACTIVITIES
THE YEAR IN IMAGES

Academy member Sara Strandberg participated in the visit to Norra Real 
by the Nobel Prize laureates in Physics during the Nobel Week 2014. 

Photo: Annika Moberg

Some of the questions put to the participants during “Research Encounters” 2014. 
Photo: Anna Kjellström

Spintronics can tell us a lot about how research ought to 
be carried out; entertaining trend spotting at the Science 

Festival in Gothenburg. Photo: Annika Moberg
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STEFAN investigates the organisation 
of society. A key concept that governs 
a lot of societal organisation is the idea 
of competition. How is competition 
organised, and what does it mean for 
organisations to be subjected to 
competition? We recognise such 
questions from debates about health 
care and schools, for instance, but they 
are also fundamental on a broader 
scale to questions about the organisation 
of society.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
because it gives me the opportunity to 
infl uence research conditions as well as 
the understanding and use of research 
in society at large.”

STEFAN ARORA-JONSSON

Professor, Business Studies

Uppsala University

HELENE ANDERSSON SVAHN

Professor, Nanobiotechnology

KTH Royal Institute of Technology

HELENE is Professor of Nanobiotech-
nology at KTH Royal Institute of 
Technology. She is directing a 
research group leveraging micro- 
and nanotechnology to develop new 
analytical tools and methods for use in 
biotechnology and medical applications. 
Helene is also CEO of the start-up 
Picovitro that sells and develops tools 
for single cell analysis.
 Helene was Chair of the Young 
Academy of Sweden during its fi rst 
year of activity, 2011–2012, and is also 
member of the Global Young Academy.

“As a young researcher, it is fantastic 
to be given the opportunity to meet and 
discuss with other people in similar 
situations but from different universities 
or fi elds of research, with a view to gain 
inspiration and support.”

MEMBERS 
2014–2015 

Photo, unless otherwise stated: 
Markus Marcetic
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SANJA’S fi eld of research is 
Environmental Law. Specifi cally,
she performs large-scale legal analyses 
of the possibilities and diffi culties 
in regulating the environment using 
market strategies, such as trading rights 
to use common natural resources; air 
(CO2-emission rights), fi sh (fi shery 
quotas), water (water rights), and 
land (biological diversity). The main 
purpose of such strategies is to regulate 
the environment in a simple manner; 
that is, by creating and allocating 
rights to natural resources, the market 
is considered able to regulate who 
gets access to and possibility to use 
common natural resources. From an 
environmental protection point of 
view, Sanja studies whether economic 
means of regulation are suffi cient to 
protect common natural resources. 
She also investigates to what extent the 
market system protects, or can protect, 
the environment, when the economic 
motivations to do so decrease or do not 
exist at all.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
as I take a strong interest in research 
issues and have a clear ambition to 
promote the opportunities for doing 
research in Sweden. Some issues need 
to be addressed at a level above that of 
the individual university; issues need 
to be discussed in standing committees 
with extensive competences, and with 
policy maker participation – that is 
what the Young Academy of Sweden 
provides. Besides this institutional 
advantage, the Academy also offers 
a possibility to collaborate with the 
country’s top researchers from 
various fi elds, and together develop 
opportunities for research that 
can strengthen the international 
competitiveness of Swedish institutions 
of higher education. Participating in 
and being part of this exciting and 
important process is the reason for my 
membership.”

GUSTAF’S fi eld of research is moral 
and political philosophy. He is 
particularly interested in issues that 
intersect with the medical and social 
sciences (e.g. economics and political 
science). A considerable part of 
Gustaf’s research has dealt with our 
moral duty towards future generations 
and population-ethical issues. His 
more recent research deals with issues 
of democracy and a fair distribution 
of power. 

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
to infl uence and be infl uenced.”

GUSTAF ARRHENIUS

Professor, Practical Philosophy

Stockholm University

Director, Institute for Futures Studies

SANJA BOGOJEVIC

Associate Professor, 

European Environmental Law

Lund University

´



28  

Photo: M
ikael A

xelsson/A
zote

FREDRIK is a microbiologist. The 
microbes in the intestines outnumber 
the cells in the body by approximately 
ten to one. The microbial genes 
complement our own and affect how 
we process and retrieve nutritive 
substances from food, and Fredrik 
has shown that germ-free mice do 
not develop obesity. He is currently 
focusing his research on examining 
how the intestinal fl ora affects our 
physiology and whether it might 
infl uence the development of metabolic 
disorders.

“The Young Academy of Sweden is 
an important platform for shaping 
Swedish research, and a great, cheerful 
environment for the discussion of 
research and research policy.”

ÖRJAN is a computational geneticist at 
the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Uppsala. By developing new 
genetic theory, statistical methodology 
and effi cient bio-informatics software 
he tries to understand how genes 
and environment interact to affect 
properties such as animal growth 
(hens), autoimmune diseases in humans 
and how plants adapt to climate change.

“The thing I like the most about my 
work as researcher is to create meeting 
grounds where people with differing 
competences and experiences solve 
common problems in new ways. As 
such interdisciplinary work seldom 
fi nds a place in traditional academia 
I want to use my membership in the 
Young Academy of Sweden to highlight 
the interdisciplinary challenge and 
contribute with constructive solutions 
so that Sweden can become the best 
country in the world for conducting 
new, groundbreaking, interdisciplinary 
research.”

FREDRIK BÄCKHED

Professor, Microbiology

University of Gothenburg

ÖRJAN CARLBORG

Professor, Computational Genetics

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

CHRISTIAN tries to understand the 
brain’s neural networks that enable 
fundamental functions of survival. 
He is particularly interested in food 
intake, sleep and hormone regulation, 
and focuses on the hypothalamus 
and the cerebral cortex. Examples 
of methods used in his research are 
electrophysiology and microscopy in 
various animal models.
 Christian was Chair of the Young 
Academy of Sweden during its second 
year.

“My ideas on how to make Sweden an 
even better country for science and 
research no longer stay in the coffee 
room, but can now reach all the way 
into the corridors of the Swedish 
government.”

CHRISTIAN BROBERGER

Associate Professor, Neuroscience

Karolinska Institutet
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MARIE’S research deals with understanding 
the mechanisms behind the remarkable 
capacity of insects to navigate safely 
in the world –be that on land or in the 
air. She is also deeply engaged in the 
university’s outreach activities and is 
Director of the Lund University Biology 
Show. On several occasions Marie has 
won the Science Slam and on December 4, 
2012 she won the Swedish Science Grand 
Prix with an exciting and entertaining 
eight-minute lecture on the dung beetle.

“As director of research I greatly 
appreciate being a member of the Young 
Academy of Sweden because of the 
opportunity to meet people with different 
academic backgrounds, with different 
interests and knowledge, and together 
highlight research questions, problems 
and solutions from a multitude of angles. 
The network and direct insight into the 
research policy process give me tools and 
experiences to carry with me long after 
I leave the Academy.”

BEATRICE has a background in Marine 
Ecology and since her PhD she has 
worked to bring ecology into various 
theories and methods in the social 
sciences, in order to improve the 
understanding of complex social-
ecological systems. Her research is 
focused on governance and understanding 
the signifi cance of the trade in marine 
resources. This includes, among other 
things, examining how such trade may 
lead to a non sustainable use of resources 
and the effects thereof on various levels 
of governance, as well as understanding 
how increased market integration plays 
out at the local level and how that affects 
small-scale actors in the fi sheries sector. 
A third aspect of her studies deals with 
how eco-labelling interacts with consumer 
ideas to create outcomes relevant for 
marine governance. Beatrice also studies 
the governance of natural resources 
more generally, as well as the interaction 
between research and policy in 
environmental politics.

“I am a member of the Young Academy 
of Sweden primarily because of the 
exchange with all the other fantastic 
members from various disciplines. 
As an environmental researcher I am 
used to interdisciplinary exchange, 
something that the Academy has taken 
to an entirely new level. The Academy 
is a perfect platform for us to improve 
the conditions of doing research and 
promote research among young people. 
I also appreciate that we, with the help 
of the secretariat, are able to achieve 
so much without interfering with my 
duties as Director of the Global 
Economic Dynamics and the Biosphere 
programme.”

MARIE DACKE

Associate Professor, Functional Zoology

Lund University

BEATRICE CRONA

Associate Professor, Systems Ecology

Stockholm University

Executive director 

Global Economic Dynamics and the 

Biosphere, Royal Swedish Academy 

of Sciences
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PER is an experimental physicist and 
materials scientist specialising in thin 
fi lm physics; he studies and develops 
coatings used for applications in 
electrical contacts, hard coatings on 
tools, and in energy-related applications 
such as fuel cells and thermo-electric 
materials for waste heat recovery. He 
also conducts fundamental materials 
studies in order to understand the 
underlying physics. Per coordinates and 
directs several research collaborations 
with the industrial sector.

“I am in the Young Academy of 
Sweden because it is a perfect forum for 
research-related communication and 
policy – as well as a voice for younger 
researchers – but primarily because it 
is so rewarding for everyone involved.”

PER EKLUND

Associate Professor and University Lecturer, 

Thin Film Physics

Linköping University

PALLE is a composer and improviser, 
with degrees from the university 
colleges of music in Malmö and 
Gothenburg, and is a currently active 
artist. With a background in composing 
and programming/hacking Palle was 
invited to the doctoral programme 
(fi nished in 2004) in the interdisciplinary 
department Innovative Design at 
Chalmers Institute of Technology, 
where he focused on how algorithms 
inspired by biology can be used to 
create art and music. Palle is currently 
Professor of Art and Technology at 
Aalborg University in Denmark, 
and Associate Professor of Applied 
Information Technology at the 
University of Gothenburg, with a focus 
on computer-assisted creativity. His 
research deals with, on the one hand, 
developing new technologies for 
musical improvisation and composition, 
and on the other hand, understanding 
the deeper mechanisms involved 
in artistic creation, in order to get 
computers to behave more creatively. 
He is also teaching electronic music 
composition at the Academy of Music 
and Drama and is Artistic Director of 

Lindbladstudion. Furthermore, Palle 
is a member of the University of 
Gothenburg Research Council, and 
sits on the board of the Tällberg 
Foundation.

“The Young Academy of Sweden is 
a fantastic platform for shaping 
research conditions in Sweden, and I 
think that our broad competence yields 
particularly favourable opportunities 
to gain traction for thoughts on how 
interdisciplinary science can be carried 
out and how different fi elds can benefi t 
from each other. Getting to meet and 
regularly discuss with researchers from 
every fi eld is a boon to interdisciplinary 
researchers, and I believe that we all can 
learn a lot from it. In addition, I like 
our outreach activities to improve the 
public’s understanding of research.”

PALLE DAHLSTEDT

Associate Professor, Information 

Technology and Music

University of Gothenburg and 

Chalmers Institute of Technology

Obel Professor of Art and Technology 

Aalborg University, Denmark 
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CHRISTIAN’S fi eld of research is 
theoretical nuclear physics and particle 
physics. Some of the questions he is 
interested in are: how did the chemical 
elements evolve and why do some exist 
in abundance and others not? How 
does a neutron star function? Can we 
use nuclear physical processes in order 
to understand more about the universe, 
for instance, the existence of dark 
matter? Christian’s tools to answer such 
questions are theoretical models and 
high performance computers. 
 Above all, he uses what is known 
as effective theories. An atomic core 
consists of neutrons and protons, which, 
in turn, consist of quarks and gluons. 
Christian’s research is focused on the 
intersection of these two scales and he 
tries to understand how to develop 
effective theories of nucleons based 
on what we know about the strong 
interaction between quarks. A major 
ambition is also to account for that 
which we do not know! How is the 
uncertainty of our predictions affected 
by details we know nothing about, or 
simply choose to ignore in our theoretical 
models? In other words: how do we 
quantify that which is unknown to us?

“The Young Academy of Sweden is an 
incredibly inspiring meeting ground 
and a very important voice for Swedish 
research. I really appreciate our 
discussions; much broader in nature 
than the conventional egocentric 
perspectives of individual seats of 
learning or subject fi elds. I am proud 
of our activities that release a lot of 
creativity, from research meetings with 
youths to contributions to research 
political debates.”

CHRISTIAN FORSSÉN

Associate Professor, Subatomic physics

Chalmers Institute of Technology

HELENA is Associate Professor of 
Geobiosphere Science and heads a 
research group that studies marine 
environmental and climate change 
during approximately the past 130,000 
years. She uses sediment from the 
ocean fl oor containing micro fossils 
and biomarkers to study environmental 
development in coastal areas that often 
are exposed to low levels of oxygen 
as well as different kinds of human 
infl uence. Helena got her doctoral 
degree in Oceanography in 2003 from 
the University of Gothenburg, after 
which she secured a two-year post doc at 
the University of Bremen in Germany, 
upon the completion of which she took 
up a Fulbright scholarship at the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution in the 
USA. Since 2007 Helena is active at 
Lund University.

“I have got the most fun job in the world 
but a lot of things could be improved at 
the universities. The Young Academy 
of Sweden is the platform for my action. 
Opinions come easy but gratifi cation 
really comes by doing. In addition, we 
have a really fun and inspiring group at 
the base of our activities.”

HELENA FILIPSSON

Associate Professor, 

Geobiosphere Science

Lund University
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ANNETTE’S background is mixed and 
she has worked in chemistry, physics, 
bio matters and bio sensors. Among 
other things, she has studied the 
interactions of DNA proteins at the 
molecular level where physical 
technologies are developed and applied 
to biological questions. Annette fi nds 
the restorative properties of DNA to 
be particularly interesting – both 
dynamic processes and those that 
occur more seldom but are crucial to 
the protein’s function. Annette was 
Chair of the Young Academy 
of Sweden in 2013.

“In 2010 I was invited to apply for 
membership of the Young Academy 
of Sweden. I shared the opinion of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
that an academy was needed for young 
researchers fi nding themselves in 
the early stages of their careers. I am 
deeply committed to research policy 
and organisation, as well as bringing 
science to society in various ways, and 
the Young Academy of Sweden gives me 
the opportunity to work precisely with 
those issues. Another important reason 
is being able to meet and discuss with, 
and be inspired by, all the fantastic people 
that constitute the Young Academy of 
Sweden.”

ANNETTE GRANÉLI

Biophysics

University of Gothenburg

TÜNDE is active in theoretical plasma 
physics with a main focus on magnetic 
fusion and laser-driven particle 
acceleration. Plasma physics ties 
together a number of fi elds of physics: 
mathematical physics, statistical physics, 
electrodynamics and fl uid mechanics. 
Tünde studies plasma stability, the 
infl uence of pollutant ions, and the 
dynamics of fast particles. These issues 
are fundamental to the understanding 
of how to improve the performance of 
laser-driven accelerators or how to 
control fusion plasma. Tünde’s research 
can be applied in numerous ways in 
energy research, space physics, medicine 
and fundamental physics.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
to infl uence issues I care deeply for: 
energy research, the role of basic science 
in society, education in technology and 
the natural sciences, etc. However, I 
also want to be infl uenced, challenged 
and inspired by the group of excellent 
researchers that constitute the Young 
Academy of Sweden.”

TÜNDE FÜLÖP

Professor, Plasma Physics

Chalmers Institute of Technology
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DAVID is an associate professor at 
Uppsala University and studies how the 
Nordic languages vary and change. He 
received his doctoral degree at Lund 
University in 2008 with a dissertation 
about how Swedish ceased to be a 
null-subject language. The dissertation 
also addressed more general issues 
of language transformation and its 
causes, and it is those issues that he has 
continued to study since; fi rst at the 
University of Copenhagen, and from 
2010 at Uppsala University. Last year 
David was awarded funding from the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, 
History and Antiquities, and he is now 
working on a fi ve-year project about the 
transformation of the Swedish language 
during the Renaissance. Although 
David’s research primarily deals with 
the history of language, he also takes an 
interest in the modern Nordic languages 
and the theory of science.

“I am a member of the Young Academy 
of Sweden because I take a deep interest 
in research and in issues that concern 
the conditions for carrying out research. 
I am particularly interested in the status 
of the humanities – both in Swedish 
academia and in society at large – and 
the conditions of researchers in the 
humanities. With my background it 
is probably not that surprising that 
my deepest commitment is to issues 
concerning the human sciences and I 
would very much like to contribute to 
and shape the debate on these issues. By 
equal measure, my interest in the Young 
Academy of Sweden stems from a wish 
to encounter researchers from other 
scientifi c disciplines.”

MARTIN studies structural biochemistry 
– biology at the atomic level. The chemical 
reactions that occur continuously in all 
biological systems, in our bodies, for 
instance, are executed and managed by 
proteins. Despite the tiny size of such 
proteins, a few millionths of a millimetre, 
they consist of thousands of atoms 
precisely positioned in order to give 
the protein its chemical function. 
By studying the chemical architecture 
we can understand how proteins work 
and also learn to infl uence them, with 
drugs, for instance, or create proteins 
with new functions.
 Martin is Chair of the Young 
Academy of Sweden 2014–2015.

“As a researcher you are not only part 
of the research community, you also 
make it what it is. The Young Academy 
of Sweden is a perfect platform for 
trying to improve it. Furthermore, it is 
a true benefi t to spend time and discuss 
with other young researchers from very 
different fi elds.”

DAVID HÅKANSSON

Associate Professor, Nordic Languages

Uppsala University

MARTIN HÖGBOM

Professor, Structural Biochemistry

Stockholm University
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ERIK is Professor of Molecular 
Epidemiology at Uppsala University. 
His research deals with mapping the 
causes of obesity, decreased sensitivity 
to insulin, type 2 diabetes and 
cardiovascular diseases, by examining 
the connections between such conditions 
and hereditary and lifestyle-related 
factors. The research is carried out in 
large population studies, using data 
from questionnaires, measurements of 
blood pressure or heart functionality, 
patient journals and directories, as 
well as biological samples. Large-scale 
population studies are combined with 
functional analyses of zebrafi sh and 
cells in a translational approach. The 
long-term research objectives include 
advancing our knowledge of disease 
mechanisms, as well as improved 
diagnostics and treatment of these 
diseases.

“Among other things, I want to focus 
on what a future research system should 
look like; a system characterised by 
transparency and fairness, but simulta-
neously and primarily, one that rewards 
the best researchers and research 
environments.”

ERICKA’S research deals with patients, 
the medical body and medical technology, 
with a particular interest in how know-
ledge of the body is constructed and 
reproduced. Collaborating with 
colleagues at Linköping University, 
Uppsala University, Kronoberg County 
Council and Lancaster University, 
Ericka studies the interplay between 
medicine and identity. She directs 
two large interdisciplinary projects: 
“Prescriptive Prescriptions. Pharma-
ceuticals and ‘Healthy’ Subjectivities” 
and “The Never-ending Scourge 
– Discursive Contours of the Older 
Prostate.”

“The Young Academy of Sweden can 
raise and promote research political 
issues that affect younger researchers 
at both the national and international 
levels.”

ERIK INGELSSON

Professor, Molecular Epidemiology

Uppsala University

ERICKA JOHNSON

Associate Professor, Technology and 

Social Change

Linköping University
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DANICA KRAGIC JENSFELT

Professor, Computer Science

KTH Royal Institute of Technology

KIRSTEN KRAIBERG KNUDSEN

Associate Professor, Astronomy

Chalmers Institute of Technology

DANICA is a researcher in the fi eld of 
computer science, focusing on computer 
vision and robotics, which includes fi elds 
such as mechanics, control engineering 
and machine learning. Danica’s goal is 
to build systems that can interact with 
humans and their environment in a 
natural way by means of using sensor 
technology.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
in order to infl uence the workings of the 
academic community.”

KIRSTEN is an astronomer researching 
galaxy formation and evolution. To 
understand why our home galaxy, the 
Milky Way, and its neighbours appear 
as they do today, she studies very 
distant galaxies in the early universe. 
By virtue of the fi nite speed of light, 
you effectively look back in time; you 
peer into the early days of the Universe, 
when you look at distant objects. 
Kirsten focuses on how galaxies grew 
during the fi rst two-three billion years 
after the Big Bang, the beginning of 
the Universe 13.8 billion years ago. 
Using new, huge telescopes, e.g., the 
revolutionary millimetre-wavelength 
telescope ALMA in Chile, she seeks to 
understand how star formation affects 
and is affected by galaxy evolution.

“Being a member of the Young Academy 
of Sweden gives me a unique opportunity 
to contribute to basic research, but also 
to be an advocate for science in society. 
I also want to be inspired by other young, 
prominent researchers – and I hope to 
inspire a new generation of researchers.”
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JENNY LARSSON

Professor, Baltic Languages

Stockholm University

JONAS LARSSON

Associate Professor, Molecular Medicine

Lund University

JENNY is a historical linguist and the 
aim of her research is to map how 
the Indo-European languages have 
evolved over time and how they relate 
to each other. Jenny is Professor of 
Baltic Languages but has a broad 
background in linguistics and has 
carried out research in, as well as 
taught, Gothic, Sanskrit, Avestan, 
Greek and Latin. She recently 
published a book on the Baltic language 
spoken in East Prussia before its 
conquest by the Teutonic Knights.

“It is of great importance for me to 
fi nally have found a context where 
creativity, curiosity and the pursuit of 
knowledge has a given place in all 
conversations, activities and discussions. 
In addition, you can always get good 
advice when you most need it; and that 
is priceless.”

JONAS is Associate Professor of 
Molecular Medicine and heads a 
research group studying the regulation 
of blood stem cells, aiming to develop 
new strategies for stem cell treatment 
of leukaemia and hereditary blood 
diseases. After receiving his medical 
degree and PhD at Lund University 
he spent two years as post doc at the 
Harvard Medical School where he laid 
the foundation for the research that he 
and his research group is carrying out at 
the Lund Stem Cell Center since 2007.

“I want to infl uence the direction of 
research policy in Sweden and promote 
issues such as equality and the conditions 
for younger researchers. I also want to 
contribute to spawning a greater interest 
in research and research-related issues 
outside the walls of the universities. 
In the Young Academy of Sweden I 
get to be part of exciting and inspiring 
meetings with researchers from other 
disciplines and fi elds than my own.”
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ERIK LINDAHL

Professor, Biophysics and Theoretical 

Biophysics, Associate Professor, 

Theoretical Chemistry

Stockholm University

STAFFAN I. LINDBERG

Professor, Political Science

University of Gothenburg,

V-Dem Institute

ERIK’S research deals with modelling 
properties and dynamics of biological 
macro modules, such as proteins 
and cell membranes, using genetic in-
formation and experimental structures. 
This work has resulted in, among 
other things, one of the world’s most 
widespread computer programs for 
biomolecular modelling (Gromacs), 
which is used for distributed computing 
in the Folding@Home project. Erik’s 
research group has made important 
discoveries regarding how proteins bind 
to membranes in cells, how ion channels 
open and close, and how viruses infect 
cells by fusing with cell membranes. 
The development of computational 
models for biomolecules, which constitute 
a link between theory and experiment, 
has been of great importance for 
application development, particularly 
in the pharmaceutical industry.

“My deep wish is that Swedish universities 
shall become better at mobility and 
recruitment. A lot of very good research 
is being done in Sweden, but there is 
an enormous problem in that most 
universities primarily hire their own 
PhDs instead of attracting researchers 
from abroad with new experiences, new 
thoughts and new fi elds of research. 
This nepotism exists at many more levels 
than one would think; recruiting for 
higher positions usually means picking 
a faithful servant rather than selecting 
someone from the outside who wants 
to change the status quo, and most 
university vice-chancellors are still at 
their Alma Mater, where they have 
completed a long administrative journey 
rather than having become world-
leading researchers. The Young Academy 
of Sweden gives me a platform to push 
for these ideas and try to shape a more 
competitive academic community based 
on what research needs!”

STAFFAN is one of four principal 
investigators for the world’s most 
comprehensive democracy-measurement 
project: Varieties of Democracy 
(V-Dem), a project involving over 
2,500 researchers and professionals 
worldwide. Staffan has published articles 
on elections and democratisation in 
Africa, political clientelism, women’s 
representation, parties and electoral 
systems, as well as on young Swedes’ 
attitudes toward democracy.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
to infl uence research policy, university 
orientations and the future of Swedish 
research together with all these exciting, 
young researchers.”
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MARIA LINDSKOG

Senior Researcher, Neuroscience

Karolinska Institutet

KLAS MARKSTRÖM

Associate Professor, Mathematics

Umeå University

MIA is interested in the plasticity of 
the brain and how changes in the 
connections between nerve cells affect 
behaviour and thought. Currently, 
Mia is focusing on the effects of 
depression on nerve paths, and on 
how different anti-depression 
treatments might affect connections 
between nerve cells.

“The meetings of the Young Academy 
of Sweden are inspiring and challenging, 
and it is very rewarding to be able 
to think collectively with competent 
members from various fi elds of study. 
The open and constructive dialogue is 
probably what I appreciate the most. 
In addition, the Young Academy of 
Sweden offers so many opportunities 
to reach out and infl uence. Working 
together with the secretariat, we can 
accomplish so much, without it becoming 
burdensome for any single individual. 
Organising and participating in the 
Research Encounters with high school 
students was very fulfi lling, and we had 
so much fun while we were there.”

KLAS is a mathematician and a lot 
of his research is focused on graphs 
and hypergraphs. A graph is a 
mathematical model of a network, e.g., 
a road network, a piece of the Internet, 
our nervous system, or a description 
of who knows who in a population. 
Klas has investigated, among other 
things, how graphs can be coloured, 
and how they can be split into more 
simple subgraphs.
 Klas has also applied graph theory 
to computer science, physics, medicine 
and recently voting theory.

“The Young Academy of Sweden offers 
an opportunity to meet researchers from 
many different fi elds, which is quite rare 
in Sweden. Apart from all the interesting 
discussions among members that this 
leads to, it also gives us a possibility to 
infl uence the research community and 
Swedish research policy that few others 
have, because we do not speak for any 
given fi eld of research or university but 
rather for the entire scientifi c community. 
Furthermore, the Young Academy of 
Sweden also frequently organises 
entertaining outreach activities, showing 
the general public and children how 
fun, fascinating and engaging it is to 
do research.”
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CHRISTER NORDLUND

Professor, History of Ideas

Umeå University

CHRISTER is Professor of History of 
Science and Ideas, a broad subject 
that investigates how thoughts and 
imaginations about humans, nature, 
society and the transcendental have 
formed and evolved over time and space. 
Christer focuses primarily on the
cultural and intellectual history of the 
natural sciences, and the development 
of natural interaction and environ-
mental thought. He is directing the 
multidisciplinary programme “Umeå 
Studies in Science, Technology and 
Environment” (USSTE) at Umeå 
University. Noteworthy among Christer’s 
publications are “Hormones of Life” 
(2011), a book examining how Sweden’s 
fi rst hormone-based medicines came 
about in the interplay between science, 
medicine, industry, politics and mass 
media, as well as the book “Motorspriten
kommer!” (2014), studying the history 
of ethanol and alternative fuels. Christer 
has also edited the book “Vägar till 
vetenskapen” (2013), in which the fi rst 
generation of Young Academy members 
discuss the challenges and opportunities
of a career in academia. In his research 
and teaching, Christer aims to contri-
bute to the understanding of how new 
knowledge is produced, motivated, 
communicated, assessed and used.

“It is instructive and inspiring to 
exchange thoughts and experiences 
with researchers from other fi elds and 
universities. It yields good insight into 
the diversity of the academic community 
while at the same time offering new 
perspectives on my own activities. 
I am also given the opportunity to 
contribute, on a structural level, to 
develop and improve the conditions of 
doing research in Sweden; that, indeed, 
is a meaningful activity.”

JOACHIM OBERHAMMER

Associate Professor, 

Radio-frequency Microsystems

KTH Royal Institute of Technology

JOACHIM’S research deals with radio-
frequency microsystems, or radio-
frequency micro-electromechanical 
systems, that is, miniaturised electrical 
components with small, mechanical 
moving parts of micrometre to millimetre 
dimensions, which are interacting with 
radio-frequency signals up to terahertz
frequencies and provide near ideal 
electrical properties. Such RF micro-
electromechanical components fi nd a 
wide range of applications in fi elds such 
as telecommunications, radar technology, 
remote sensing, medical diagnosis, 
security, and space technology; they 
are, for instance, used in mobile phones 
for fi ne tuning the antenna.

“I have passed several of the stations on 
the researcher’s career path – graduate 
studies, post doc and now director 
of research. My next challenge is to 
actively shape the development of the 
research community. The Swedish 
research culture is pretty self-confi dent, 
but compared to other countries there 
is much to be improved, for instance 
as regards faculty rejuvenation. Young 
researchers are more prone to change 
than already established parts of the 
community and the Young Academy of 
Sweden can create a dynamic research 
environment that I very much would 
like to contribute to.”
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KRISTIAN PIETRAS

Göran & Birgitta Grosskopf Professor of 

Molecular Medicine

Lund University

ANNIKA POHL

Assistant Professor, Materials chemistry

Uppsala University

KRISTIAN studies how cancer cells 
communicate with their environment 
during a tumour’s development and 
propagation. He is confi dent that more 
knowledge about how various cell types 
in a tumour relate to each other will 
lead to new ways of treating cancer. 
He aims to bring basic research, clinical 
research and drug development closer 
together, in order to offer cancer 
patients immediate and long-term 
opportunities for a more effi cient 
treatment.

“My commitment to the working 
conditions of young researchers began 
when I saw that several of my university 
peers turned away from a career in 
research to pursue other professional 
careers that they deemed to be more 
socially secure. After that, during my 
time as graduate student, post doc and 
then research assistant, the elimination 
of talented colleagues has continued, 
sometimes due to structural reasons. 
I was, therefore, very happy when I 
heard about the founding of the Young 
Academy of Sweden, since that created 
a conduit for highlighting the conditions 
of young researchers in order to infl uence 
important decisions and secure the re-
growth of Swedish research talent. It is 
fantastic and inspiring to be part of and 
contribute to such an important and 
positive force in Swedish research.”

ANNIKA’S research is focused on 
complex oxide- and composite 
materials, processed using solution-
based chemical syntheses. The overall 
aim is to advance our knowledge about 
the correlation between structure and 
different properties of optical and 
magnetic nanomaterials, as well as to 
develop methods for synthesising new 
multifunctional materials. In time, 
this basic research may give rise to 
new components within, for example, 
communications and information 
technology.

“I am a member of the Young Academy 
of Sweden because I have a genuinely 
deep commitment not only to research 
but also to research political issues.”
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HELENA SANDBERG

Associate Professor, Media and 

Communication Studies

Lund University

HELENA’S research deals with children’s 
exposure to and understanding of 
online advertising. She is director of 
CAI@LU (Children, Advertising and 
Internet at Lund University). Her aim is 
to develop evidence-based knowledge 
that can inform policy decisions about 
advertising directed towards children. 
She also investigates media coverage 
of various health risks, in particular 
messages about and representation of 
food in print media, blogs, events and 
advertising. Marketing departments are 
increasingly interested in communicating 
with children by means of advertising. 
The Internet, where children and 
youths spend a lot of time, has grown in 
importance in this respect and currently 
constitutes the single largest advertising 
medium. Digital technology contributes 
to the commercialisation of childhood, 

but has also in profound ways changed 
advertising styles. New marketing ways 
are developed that makes it more diffi cult 
for media consumers to distinguish 
between advertising, editorial content, 
and pure entertainment. These are the 
developments that trigger Helena to do 
research.

“I sought out the Young Academy 
of Sweden because I want to shape the 
conditions for young people doing 
research in Sweden, and for research 
more generally, but also for the 
opportunity to be part of a dynamic, 
entertaining, instructive and cross-
border context outside my own 
university.”

ANDREAS RYVE

Professor, Mathematics Education

Mälardalen University and 

Umeå University

ANDREA’S is a researcher in mathematics 
education. A lot of money and energy 
is being spent on teaching mathematics 
but student knowledge does not improve 
– it’s rather the other way around. 
Does it simply take a long time to turn 
a downward trend around, or are we 
doing something wrong? Is in-service 
training suffi cient, having researchers 
visit the class room, or do we need to 
get back to teacher-centred instruction? 
 Collaborating with colleagues at 
Mälardalen University, University of 
Oxford and Cambridge University in 
the UK, and several institutions of 
higher education in Sweden, Andreas 
studies class room teaching and in-service 
training for mathematics teachers in 
Sweden and Finland. As part of that 
work, he is involved in two large 
projects: “Räkna med Västerås” and 
“Effektiv matematikutbildning i Sverige 
och Finland.” In the former project, 
Andreas carries out research-based, 
long-term and large-scale work together 
with teachers, vice-chancellors, managers 
and politicians in order to increase the 

quality of mathematics teaching in the 
class room.
 The latter project asks: “How effi cient 
are the practical experience programmes 
in the training of teachers in Sweden and 
Finland?” “What support is available 
for teachers in text books and teaching 
media to carry out high quality 
mathematics teaching?” “What are the 
characteristics of effi cient teaching of 
mathematics in Sweden and Finland?”
 Andreas is also affi liated to the 
Institute for Futures Studies.

“I want to get engaged and learn more 
about how Sweden shall continue to be 
a strong research nation.”
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EMMA SPARR

Professor, Physical Chemistry

Lund University

SARA STRANDBERG

Associate Professor, 

Elementary Particle Physics

Stockholm University

EMMA is Professor in Physical 
Chemistry with a focus on colloidal 
biology. Humans can be thought of as 
water-rich bodies in a dry environment. 
Still, we do not desiccate. This is due to 
the barrier function of the outermost 
layer of the skin, the stratum corneum. 
The skin is a responding membrane, 
and its properties can be controlled 
by changing the outer environment. 
A deeper molecular understanding 
of this response mechanism is of 
great importance, for instance, when 
developing drugs that can be absorbed 
through the skin and when seeking to 
prevent pollutants from entering the skin.
 Emma’s aim is to understand the 
link between molecular structure in 
membranes and their barrier properties, 
and how these properties are affected 
by interactions between the membrane 
and other molecules. She studies 
phenomena related to the transport 
and structure of the skin, lung and 
cell membranes. The strategy is to 
study general physical mechanisms 
and understand the role of these 
mechanisms in biological membranes.

“The Young Academy of Sweden is a 
great forum to discuss, gain insight and 
attempt to shape current and future 
research policy.”

“I believe that interdisciplinary 
collaboration is necessary in order to 
carry out innovative and competitive 
research in complex fi elds of study. 
Such collaboration is obviously 
stimulated by open scientifi c discussion 
across disciplinary boundaries and the 
Young Academy of Sweden is an ideal 
platform for this.”

SARA’S research aims to discover the 
smallest constituent parts of matter 
and the fundamental forces that act 
on them. Our current theory of the 
subatomic world, the Standard Model, 
has been extremely successful but 
needs to be made more universal to 
include gravity and explain the origin 
of dark matter, among other things. 
Using data from the ATLAS experiment 
at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider, 
she searches for elementary particles 
that are predicted by various possible 
extensions of the Standard Model. 
One such extension is supersymmetry, 
stipulating that each standard model 
particle has a supersymmetric partner; 
the lightest supersymmetric particle 
could be the building block of dark 
matter.

“As member of the Young Academy 
of Sweden I have been offered a forum 
to work with some of the issues I am 
committed to, such as society’s view of 
the natural sciences and natural science 
education both in compulsory schools, 
university colleges and universities. 
The Young Academy of Sweden offers 
new angles of approach and a broader 
interface to the outside world.”
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CAMILLA SVENSSON

Associate Professor, 

Molecular Pain Research

Karolinska Institutet

MARIA TENJE

Associate Professor, 

Microsystems Technology 

Uppsala University and Lund University

CAMILLA is active in molecular pain 
research. In Europe and the USA one 
in fi ve adults suffers from chronic pain. 
With a view to develop more effi cient 
treatments, Camilla studies how pain 
arises and is enhanced in rheumatiod 
arthritis. 
 Recently Camilla discovered an 
interesting detail: rheumatoid arthritis 
can cause pain even prior to the joint 
being infl amed. Previously it has been 
thought that the infl ammation was the 
cause of the pain, but Camilla’s research 
shows that the pain can manifest itself 
during an earlier stage of the disease. 
Already prior to the disease breaking 
out, there are autoantibodies present 
in the joints and they appear to be 
capable of triggering pain signals. Such 
non-infl ammation-induced pain could 
explain why more than 50 percent of all 
patients taking modern drugs still 
experience pain after the infl ammation 
in the joint has receded. Camilla intends 
to continue studying the signifi cance 
of autoantibodies for triggering pain. 
Furthermore, she will investigate how 
pain signals are reinforced on their 
way to the brain. In the spinal marrow, 
pain-signalling nerve cells are activated 

and deactivated, and it seems that the 
pain signal is reinforced at this stage. 
Camilla suspects that particular cells, 
neuroglia, are responsible for this, and 
she intends to study the matter further.

“I chose to become a researcher because 
I love to delve into the detail, but over 
the years it has also become important 
for me to engage with the larger scheme 
of things. The Young Academy of 
Sweden offers the platform I have been 
looking for in order to spot and create 
connections between researchers, as 
well as between the research community 
and society. Getting the opportunity to 
shape the conditions in which tomorrow’s 
research will be carried out fi lls me with 
hope, and a new kind of energy.”

MARIA, currently employed at Uppsala 
University and Lund University, heads 
the research group EMBLA, involving 
PhD-students from both universities. 
The focus of her research is to develop 
miniaturised systems for various 
applications in the life sciences. Her 
research group applies advanced 
methods of micro- and nanofabrication 
in order to build such systems, which 
are produced in extremely clean 
environments.

“During my fi rst year in the Young 
Academy of Sweden, I was given the 
opportunity to represent the Academy 
during a school visit to Kungsholmens 
gymnasium together with the Nobel 
Prize laureates in Chemistry 2014. I 
gave a talk on the topic “How I became 
researcher of Microsystems Technology”. 
The preparation required that I really 
thought my choices through – something 
that led to exciting insights!”
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MARIE WIBERG

Associate Professor, Statistics

Umeå School of Business and Economics

HENRIK ZETTERBERG

Professor, Neurochemistry

University of Gothenburg

JOHAN ÅKERMAN

Professor, Spintronics

University of Gothenburg and 

Chalmers Institute of Technology

MARIE develops statistical methods 
in order to evaluate and analyse 
standardised achievement tests and 
large scale, international assessments. 
An overall focus has been to develop 
methods in order to ascertain high 
quality over time in standardised 
achievement tests. A large part of her 
research centres on the development of 
methods for equating test scores, that 
is, the statistical process that is used to 
ascertain that test scores from different 
test forms are comparable.

“I am in the Young Academy of Sweden 
to shape research policy and infl uence 
what the future research system will 
look like. The idea is that a future 
system will benefi t the best research, 
offer clear career paths, as well as 
being equal, fair and transparent. As a 
statistician I have always been working 
interdisciplinary; it’s a great strength 
and immensely enriching to have a large 
number of disciplines represented in the 
Young Academy of Sweden.”

HENRIK is Professor of Neurochemistry. 
His research deals with how to discover 
unhealthy processes in the brain by 
means of neurochemical testing. His 
research group studies diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases, 
but also how the brain is affected by 
blows and lack of oxygen, as well as 
existing healing mechanisms. Henrik 
often works directly with patients, 
but also with model organisms and 
zebrafi sh.

“It is a remarkable network of 
researchers from a multitude of 
disciplines. I always look forward to 
our meetings and learn a lot every 
time. I also fi nd it exciting to discuss 
research with youths. The Research 
Encounters that the Young Academy of 
Sweden organises each year is one 
of the highlights of the year.”

JOHAN works with nano magnetism, 
spintronics and spintronic components 
based on metals and magnetic tunnelling 
elements. His experience is extensive, 
ranging from academic research to 
industrial research in large companies, 
and he is also carrying out research 
in two start-ups. Furthermore, he is a 
member of the Global Young Academy 
and represented the Young Academy of 
Sweden at the conference “Accelerating 
science for development in Africa by 
increasing the momentum and impact 
of national young academies”, in 
February 2014 in Nairobi, Kenya.

“The Young Academy of Sweden is 
an important forum where we can 
compare the country’s institutions 
of higher education, for instance, as 
regards university organisation and 
career prospects for researchers. It is 
also very fun to exchange experiences 
with researchers from different fi elds; 
we often fi nd similarities and solutions 
although our areas of expertise differ a 
lot. The Academy also provides a nice 
way to reach out to young people.”
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NEW 
MEMBERS

2015

JENS HJERLING-

LEFFLER

Assistant Professor, 

Molecular 

Neurobiology

Karolinska Institutet

VIRGINIA LANGUM

Associate Professor, 

English Literature

Umeå University

JONAS OLOFSSON

Associate Professor and 

Lecturer, Psychology

Stockholm University

MAGNUS JONSSON

Assistant Professor, 

Organic Electronics, 

Applied Physics

Linköping University

MATTIAS LUNDBERG

Associate Professor, 

Musicology

Uppsala University

MIA PHILLIPSON

Professor, Medical Cell 

Biology

Uppsala University

GABRIEL SKANTZE

Associate Professor, 

Speech 

Communication and 

Technology

KTH Royal Institute of 

Technology

ANNA RISING

Assistant Professor, 

Translational Medicine

Karolinska Institutet 

and Swedish 

University 

of Agricultural 

Sciences
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The Young Academy of Sweden has 
two honorary members:

TORSTEN WIESEL, Professor,  

Neuroscience, Nobel Prize Laureate in 

Physiology or Medicine 1981, Scientific 

Patron of the Young Academy of Sweden.

GUNNAR ÖQUIST, Professor, Plant  

Physiology, Permanent Secretary of the 

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 

2003–2010, led the initiative to found  

the Young Academy of Sweden.

Honorary membership is conferred by 
the Young Academy of Sweden as a sign  
of gratitude and is conferred only in 
exceptional cases. Torsten Wiesel and 
Gunnar Öquist were elected in May 2012. 

TORSTEN WIESEL
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STANDING COMMITTEES

In addition to the board, the Young Academy has four 
standing committees led by a convener and a secretary. 
There are also a number of working groups, which are 
formed and dissolved as needed. The standing committees 
are listed with the members who served as convener and 
secretary respectively in the fourth year:

INTERDISCIPLINARY FORUM
PALLE DAHLSTEDT, convener and 

ERICKA JOHNSON, secretary.

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
HELENA SANDBERG, convener and 

JONAS LARSSON, secretary.

RESEARCH POLICY
CHRISTIAN BROBERGER, convener and 

GUSTAF ARRHENIUS, secretary.

INTERNATIONAL GROUP
ERIK INGELSSON, convener and 

ANNA SJÖSTRÖM DOUAGI, secretary.

HONORARY MEMBERS

GUNNAR ÖQUIST
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ACADEMY BOARD

The Young Academy of Sweden is led by the Chair, the 
Vice-Chair and a further three members. The term of office 
for all board members is one year. 

During the Young Academy’s fourth year, 2014–2015,  
the board consisted of: 

MARTIN HÖGBOM, Chair

CAMILLA SVENSSON,Vice-Chair 

STEFAN ARORA-JONSSON

JENNY LARSSON

HELENA SANDBERG

The CEO of the Young Academy of Sweden is permanently 
co-opted to the academy board.

MARTIN HÖGBOM, Chair CAMILLA SVENSSON, Vice-Chair STEFAN ARORA-JONSSON

JENNY LARSSON HELENA SANDBERG
Photo: 
Markus Marcetic
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FOUNDATION BOARD

In 2013, the Foundation for the Young Academy of 
Sweden was formed and the first foundation board 
consists of a chair and four members:

JAN-ERIC SUNDGREN, Chair, Professor of Materials Physics, 
Senior Adviser to the CEO of Volvo Group and former  
President of Chalmers University of Technology

MATS BENNER, member, Professor in Research Policy,  
Vice-Dean for research, School of Economics and  
Management, Lund University

KERSTIN ELIASSON, member, Chair of the Council for  
Research Infrastructures at the Swedish Research Council,  
Chair of the Knowledge Foundation and former State Secretary

SARAH MCPHEE, member, CEO of SPP (savings and  
insurance)

STAFFAN NORMARK, member, Professor in Medical  
Microbiology and Permanent Secretary of the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences

The Chair of the Young Academy of Sweden is permanently 
co-opted to the foundation board.

Mats Benner, Kerstin Eliasson, Jan-Eric Sundgren, Sarah McPhee and Staffan Normark. Photo: Magnus Berglund
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SECRETARIAT

The activities and the foundation are headed by the CEO, 
ANNA SJÖSTRÖM DOUAGI.

Other people who have been employed at the Young Academy 
of Sweden during its fourth year:

ANNIKA MOBERG, head of communications since August 2013
ANNA KJELLSTRÖM, administrator since January 2014

Anna Kjellström, Anna Sjöström Douagi, Annika Moberg. Photo: Fabian Moberg
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FUNDERS 

The Young Academy of Sweden would like to extend its 
gratitude to the funders who enable us to continue our  
efforts to strengthen science and research. Thank you!

ERLING-PERSSONS FAMILY FOUNDATION

KNUT AND ALICE WALLENBERG FOUNDATION

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

RAGNAR SÖDERBERG FOUNDATION

RIKSBANKENS JUBILEUMSFOND (THE SWEDISH 

FOUNDATION FOR HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 

SCIENCES)

The Parliamentary library. Photo: Anna Sjöström Douagi
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Group photo from the Academy meeting in September 2014. Photo: Anna Kjellström
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